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AMENDED CLAIMS 

1 . (currently amended) A method for sterilizing a container boi tie , 
comprising the foHowing steps of a) throug h d^, in that order: 

a) preheating the entire bottle and additional ly preheating a neck 
portion of the bottle; 

b) supplying a disinfectant mist in to o container inside the t^ottle; 

c) heating the containor bottle into which the disinfectant nist has 
been supplied, while discharging the mist from the container bottjg; and 

d) rinsing an inoidc of tho oontolnor after dioohargo of tho trie inside of 
the bottle after discharging the disinfectant mist therefrom. 

2. (cancelled) 



3. (cancelled) 

4. (cancelled) 

5 . (currently amended) The method as claimed In claim 1 ? f ur :her 
comprising the step of providing a prescribed leaving time after supplying the 
disinfectant mist, before starting to discharge the mist from the c ontainer 
bottle. 
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6. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 1 , further 
comprising the step of providing a prescribed standing time after discharging 
the mist, before starting to rinse the inside of the contain e r bottje . 

7. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein a hot 
blast Is supplied into the oontaincr bottle into which the mist has been 
supplied so as to carry out the heating of the container and the di scharging 
of the mist. 

8- (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 1 , whnrein: the 
step of rinsing the inside of the cont a in e F bottle comprises supply ng a 
rinsing fluid heated Into the container. 

9. (withdrawn) An apparatus for sterilizing a container, comprsing:\ 
a device for supplying a disinfectant mist into a container; 
a device for heating the container into which the mist has Ueen 

supplied; 

a device for discharging th© mist from the container; and 
a device for rinsing an Inside of th© container from which the mist has 
been discharged. 

10- (withdrawn) The apparatus as claimed in claim 9, further comprising a 
device for preheating the container prior to supply of the mist. 

1 1 . (withdrawn) The apparatus as claimed in claim 9, wherein: said device 
for preheating the container compirses a device for heating entirety of the 
container by a hot blast which is supplied into the container, and a device for 
heating a mouth portion of the container from an outside thereof. 
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12. (withdrawn) The apparatus as claimed in claim 9, wherein: said device 
for rinsing the container comprises a device for supplying a rinsing fluid 
heated into the container. 

13. (withdrawn) An apparatus for sterilizing a container, comprijiing: 
a device for supplying a disinfectant mist into a container; 

a device for supplying a hot blast into the container into wh ch the 
mist has been supplied; and 

a device for rinsing an inside of the container. 

14. (withdrawn) The apparatus as claimed In claim 13, further comprising 
a device for preheating the container prior to supply of . the mist. 

15- (withdrawn) The apparatus as claimed in claim 14, wherein: said 
device for preheating the container comprises a device for heating entirety of 
the container by a hot blast which is supplied in the container, anc a device 
for heating a mouth portion of the container. 

1 6- (withdrawn) The apparatus as claimed in claim 1 3, wherein: said 
device for rinsing the container comprises a device for supplying a rising fluid 
heated into the container. 

17. (cancelled) 

18. (new) The method as claimed in claim 1 wherein the preheating of the 
bottle is carried out by a hot blast to the entire bottle including thv neck 
portion. 
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